
U L V E R S T O N  W A L L  A R T  P R O J E C T



As part of the celebration welcoming the Tour of Britain cycle race, Ulverston Town Council, via investment from 

Ulverston BID (Business Investment District) commissioned local business, The Northern Line, to produce a series of 

graphic vinyls.

The Northern Line has a large portfolio of cycling related art and cycling apparel - and was given 

the freedom to both design and designate which cyclists would feature. It was important that not only the history of 

British cycling was represented but also those that have been, and continue to be an influence in the sport.

Ulverston has a well earned reputation for producing great festivals and celebratory weekends so it was no surprise 

that the town embraced the arrival of the 2018 Tour of Britain. Ulverston has always prided itself on building it’s own 

unique characteristic, and art on display is very much about enhancing this style that attracts visitors throughout the 

year. There are several cycling sportives that are run from the town and with the giant canvas that is the Lake District 

on its doorstep there are plenty of local cycling clubs and riders.

Local businesses around the townwere approached about hosting one of the 12 designs.

The concept was then given greater credence by the development of a trail map to encourage visitors to see more of 

the town. and provide a real talking point, giving visitors the opportunity for visitors to take pictures  and mark off the 

respective displays on thetrail.

The artwork was produced in two sizes:- 1200x1500mm and 850x1000mm 

This is British Cycling Greats

T H E  R A T I O N A L E



British cycling certainly didn’t start with Brad Wiggins!

In the days before TV coverage and lottery funding these were the guys who took themselves off to France and Belgium 

and bucked a trend of a sport dominated by the Belgians, French, Italians and the occasional Spaniard. These were the 

inspirations for others to follow and it was important that their deeds were recognised in this campaign.

Sad to relate that Barry Hoban’s first Tour de France stage victory was in remembrance of Tom Simpson who had died 

on the climb to ventoux in the previous stage of the Tour de France.

T H E  H I S T O R Y  B O Y S
R O B I N S O N  .  S I M P S O N  .  H O B A N

Hoban started cycle racing in 1955, and by the end

of the year was competing against Tom Simpson in

individual time trials. Two years later, he was

fourth in the British League of Racing Cyclists

hill-climb (the senior title being won by Simpson).

Despite his early prowess as a climber, Hoban later

established himself as one of Europe’s best sprinters.

Inspired by the European successes of fellow

Yorkshireman Brian Robinson and of Simpson, Hoban

went to France in 1962, turned professional two

years later, and stayed abroad for another 16 years.

He rode for Mercier-Hutchinson-BP where his team

leader was Raymond Poulidor. 

He has several distinctions as a British rider

being the first to win a mountain stage at the

Tour de France. Only Tom Simpson has had more podium

finishes in the 5 one-day Classics. He was the first

brit to win two consecutive stages in the Tour and

the first to win a stage in the Vuelta a España. 

In the 1967 Tour de France, after the death of

Tom Simpson, Hoban won the next stage.

He raced rofessionally until 1980 with arguably

his greatest triumph being his victory in the

Cobbled Classic, Gent-Wevelgem, in 1974. 

Barry Hoban

www.thenorthernline.co.uk



Robinson was the first Briton to finish the Tour de France 

and the first to win a Tour stage. He won the 1961 Critérium 

du Dauphiné Libéré stage race. His success as a professional 

cyclist in mainland Europe paved the way for other Britons 

such as Tom Simpson and Barry Hoban.

In 1953, Robinson left the King’s Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry and joined the Ellis Briggs team as an independent, 

or semi-professional. He rode the Tour of Britain in 1952, 

wearing the leader’s yellow jersey before finishing fourth.

The following year, 1954, he improved to second, and second in 

the mountains competition.

Riding for the British Hercules team in 1955, Robinson 

finished 8th in the Paris-Nice race. In 1957, riding for 

the French team Rapha Geminiani, he finished 3rd in the 

one-day classic Milano-Sanremo (at the time, the best ever 

performance by a British rider).

In 1958, he became the first Briton to win a Stage of the Tour 

de France - winning Stages 7 and 20. His ultimate finish in the 

Tour was 19th.

In 1961 he won the Critérium du Dauphiné Libéré winning two

of the stages. He ultimately retired from professional 

cycling in 1963.

Brian Robinson

www.thenorthernline.co.uk
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R E D E M P T I O N
T H E  M I L L A R S

Two Millars two very different stories.

Robert Millar was the stand-out Brit of the eighties. An outstanding climber, who, but for some subterfuge from some 

Spanish riders, would have been the first ever winner of a Grand Tour. He was the first Brit to win a Classification in the 

Tour de France when he was King of the Mountains in 1984. He retired and became, in media terms, a recluse in the late 

1990s. However, Millar returned to a more public life announcing a gender transition and a name change to Pippa York. 

She now works as both a journalist and cycling commentator.

David Millar’s abilities were undisputed and he became the first Brit to wear the leader jersey in all 3 Grand Tours. 

However his career became tarnished and affected by a 2 year ban for doping in 2004. He though, chose on his return 

to become a strong advocate for anti-doping and returned to pro-cycling with success. His commitment to ant-doping 

continued with a mentoring role within the GB cycling team.



T R A I L B L A Z E R S
B U R T O N  .  C O O K E  .  D E I G N A N

Beryl Burton was an outstanding cyclist whose abilities, even in an era when women’s cycling didn’t hold the reputation 

it does today,  were recognised with an invitation to race against men in the Grand Prix des Nations in 1965. She held 

domestic road time records that outstripped those of her male counterparts.

Nicole Cooke not only became Britain’s only Road Race Olympic gold medallist but has international recognition in both 

Cycle-cross and Mountain-bike racing.

Lizzie Deignan continues to ride and has a string of outstanding victories across one-day classics in the strongholds of 

Belgium and has twice been overall season World Champion.

They are and have been, the inspiration for a new generation of female cyclists who are finally being recognised for 

their abilities both in prize money and in riding the same stage and one-day courses as the men. 



Born in Halton, Leeds in 1937, Burton was introduced to 
cycling through her husband, Charlie, whom she married 
in 1955. Two years later, she took her first national medal, 
a silver in the national 100-mile individual time trial 
championship, and before the decade was out was competing 
internationally.

In 1967, she set a new 12-hour time trial record of 277.25 
miles – a mark that surpassed the men’s record of the time by 
0.73 miles and was not superseded by a man until 1969. While 
setting the record she caught and passed Mike McNamara who 
was on his way to setting the men’s record at 276.52 miles and 
winning that year’s men’s British Best All-Rounder. She is 
reputed to have given him a liquorice allsort as she passed 
him. Apparently, McNamara ate the sweet.

She set 50 new national records at 10, 15, 25, 30, 50 and 100-mile 
distances; her final 10, 25 and 50-mile records each lasted 
20 years before being broken. Her 100-mile record lasted 28 
years and her 12-hour record stood for 50 years until 2017. 
Her prowess led to the rare distinction, for a woman, of an 
invitation to compete in the Grand Prix des Nations in 1967.

Burton won the women’s World Road Race Championship in 
1960 and 1967 and was runner-up in 1961. On the track, she 
specialised in the individual pursuit, winning world 
championship medals almost every year across three decades. 
She was world champion 5 times, silver-medallist 3 times and a 
4 time winner of bronze.

Beryl Burton
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M O D E R N  H E R O E S
C A V E N D I S H  .  W I G G I N S  .  T H O M A S  .  F R O O M E

The guys that have put Britain on the cycling map and the influence 

behind the cycling explosion in this country.

Cavendish the great sprinter with 48 Grand Tour Dtage wins. Wiggins 

the belligerant and mercurial all rounder. Froome, the most successful 

British rider in Grand Tour history and now Geraint Thomas, 2018 Tour 

de France Champion and illustrating what a talented cyclist he is.

Should anyone have doubted what has been achieved should have 

seen Thomas’ reception in his home town of Cardiff, which was greeted 

by thousands of fans lining the streets.

It’s about men and women getting onto saddles, it’s about the 

extraordinary crowds at the Tour de Yorkshire which was born from 

the incredible support and enthusiasm for the Tour de France Grand 

Depart in 2014.

It’s about youngsters taking up the sport for the love, enjoyment and 

competition which take place up and down the country. The clubs that 

become such social gatherings and of course the joy of coffee and cake!

 

Cycling’s coming home!





www.thenorthernline.co.uk

email: shop@thenorthernline.co.uk

Further images of the wall art in-situ and individual images of the original 

artwork are available.

There are also sets of individual postcards with bios on the reverse available.

A leaflet providing a map of the wall art trail in Ulverston has been produced 

and is avaialble as a jpg or pdf.

Thos campaign is promotional and not a commercial venture through The 

Northern Line shop.
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GERAINT THOMAS

DAVID MILLAR
BRADLEY WIGGINS

BARRY HOBAN
ROBERT MILLAR

MARK CAVENDISH

TOM SIMPSON

CHRIS FROOME
BRIAN ROBINSON

BERYL BURTON
LIZZIE DEIGNAN

NICOLE COOKE

L e g e n d s  o f  C y c l i n g 
T o w n  t r a i l

As part of the celebration of the Tour of Britain cycle race visiting Ulverston
we have commissioned a series of 12 pieces of wall art, each one celebrating

one of the great names of British road cycling.
Each piece reveals their achievements and you can visit all of the 12 sites by using the map below. 

Tick each one of the boxes as you visit!


